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DOBSON, NC  – The Surry County Board of Education would like to congratulate Jennifer Scott, 
Executive Director of Elementary Education and Academically Gifted Children, who announced 
her retirement effective November 30, 2015.  Jan Varney, retired principal, will begin as interim 
Director of Elementary Education on January 4, 2016. 

Mrs. Jennifer Scott served in the Surry County School System for thirty years.  For thirteen 
years, she was a classroom teacher at Flat Rock Elementary, Copeland Elementary, and Central 
Middle School and an instructional specialist for middle grades.  In 1999, she became the 
Director of Federal Programs and in 2002, she was named the Director of Communications and 
Professional Development. From 2014 to recently, she served as Executive Director of 
Elementary Education and Academically Gifted. 

Serving in different capacities throughout her career has given her the opportunity to touch the 
lives of both students and adults.  Mrs. Scott is highly respected for her contributions to the 
Surry County School district and her innovative spirit has greatly influenced the district culture 
and day-to-day operations.  She was instrumental in implementing many of the programs that 
help define the school district.  

Not only is Scott respected by administrators and teachers alike, but also highly regarded across 
the state. Throughout Scott’s career, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 
utilized her skills on many committees that have shaped local and state curriculum.  As an 
active member of the North Carolina Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development 
(NCASCD), Mrs. Scott has presented research-based strategies to statewide audiences 
regarding effective instruction. 

Dr. Travis L. Reeves, superintendent, commented, “I have been fortunate to know and work 
with Jennifer Scott for several years.  During our time together, she always exhibited 
professionalism, dedication, and a desire to achieve excellence.  I will miss Mrs. Scott’s 
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leadership and dedication to Surry County Schools. Her level of knowledge on curriculum 
related topics is outstanding; however, her greatest gift is her ability to connect with staff and 
students and encourage people to be themselves and develop their strengths, talents, and 
capabilities.  She is a valuable member of the Surry County School System family and everyone 
will miss her.   We wish her the best in her retirement and appreciate all she has done for the 
students and staff.” 

Mrs. Scott resides in Dobson with her husband, Ross.  They are very proud of their children: son 
and daughter-in-law, Matt and Jessica Scott; daughter, Jill Scott; and daughter and son-in-law, 
Jenny Alyn and Seth Key.  Mrs. Scott looks forward to traveling and spending time with her 
seven grandchildren:  Eli, Maddie, Layla, Mary Elizabeth, Caroline, Gracie James, and Riggs. 

Jan Varney served Surry County Schools in multiple roles but most recently as principal of 
Dobson Elementary.  She will return to Surry County Schools as interim Director of Elementary 
Education. Varney has a long background in elementary education which will provide for 
continued success in the Surry County School System. 
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